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Mindszenty biboros
boldogga avatas ugye

Februar 13-an Ferenc papaengedéyezte a Szentté Avatas
Kongregacionak, hogy dekrétiumban tegye kdzzé Mindszenty
Jozsef biboros, esztergomi érsek, Magyarorszag egykori
primasa "hdsies erényeinek elismerését”, ami dtal megkapja
a'Venerdbilis', azaz "Tiszteletreméltd" megszolitast.

Mar hetekkel ezel6tt Magyarorszagrol megtudtuk Frigyesy
Agnes Habsburg-L otharingiai Mihaly féherceggel folytatott
interj(jabol, miszerint a Mindszenty Alapitvany e ntke
elmondta, 25 év kemény munkajanak eredménye, hogy tavaly
egy kilenc teologusbdl allo bizottsdg egyhangu dontéssel,
ismerte el Mindszenty biboros é etszentségét. Nemrégiben a
kovetkezo |épés is megtortent, egy fépapokbdl allo bizottsag
vitatta meg a szakért6i jelentést, melynek erdményérdl a
Szentéavatasi Ugyek Kongregéciojanak prefektusa szamolt be
hivatal osan a Szentatyanak. Most Ferenc papa engedélyével
megindulhat a Boldogga avatasi procedura, ami ha kedvezéen
halad, akkor jovére a budapesti Nemzetk6zi Eucharisztikus
Kongresszuson Boldogga avathatjdk Mindszenty Jozsefet.

A napokba olvastam egy amerikai professzor irasat
Mindszenty biboros primasrol. Ez angol nyelven alkalmas
arra, hogy a magyarul nem tokél etesen értdk is tudomast
szerezzenek a"Venerabilis' Mindszenty Jozsef hésies
erényeinek, a kommunizmussal szembeni bator kidllasarol.
Csatolva:
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Cardinal Jozsef Mindszenty,
Venerable Crime Fighter
Posted by Paul Kengor on Tuesday Feb 26th, 2019

COMMENTARY: Many more will know of this heroic
and holy man who opposed some of history’s worst
ideological gangsters.

“Cardinal Mindszenty was the crime fighter.”

I'll always remember those words shared with me by William
Clark, a devout Catholic and the most important aide in
President Ronald Reagan’s campaign to take down the Soviet
Union and win the Cold War.
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Clark himself opposed those same criminals and pointed to
other heroes of the faith in that effort, such as the likes of Fulton
Sheen and Pope John Paul II.

What Clark told me about Cardinal Jozsef Mindszenty really
intrigued me. | was Protestant at the time and had been a mere
child when Cardinal Mindszenty died in 1975 at the age of 83. |
was unaware of the depths of what Cardinal Mindszenty had
endured.

Many Catholics today know little of that dramatic story. Now,
however, with the Congregation for the Causes of Saints and
Pope Francis having announced that Cardinal Mindszenty was
declared “Venerable” Feb. 13, a major step toward beatification,
Catholics everywhere should learn of the man’s heroic struggle.

“A quiet, rugged fighter,” Clark told me one summer day — three
decades after he had hosted an aging Cardinal Mindszenty in
California on behalf of Gov. Reagan. “The foremost clergyman
in the fight against communism.”

The so-called primate of Hungary had been persecuted first by
occupying Nazis during World War Il before suffering worse and
longer torment by the occupying Bolsheviks who followed in
1945. In 1949, the communists were sick and tired of this
uncompromising defender of the Church. They beat him,
tortured him, drugged him, tried to force a “confession” from him,
subjected him to a classic show trial, and slammed him with a
life sentence. It was an outrageous injustice. Pope Pius XII
excommunicated all involved in the farce.

Then came the events of October-November 1956, when Soviet
Red Army troops invaded Hungary to crush the nation’s
uprising of freedom fighters trying to liberate their country from
the jackboot of atheistic communism. This smothering
totalitarianism had robbed them of everything from private
property to freedom of religion.

Soviet communism was a criminal enterprise, just as
communism remains so in the 21st century in North Korea and
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Cuba.The October-November 1956 uprising in Hungary sprung
Cardinal Mindszenty momentarily free. After Soviet tanks
succeeded in killing thousands of Hungarians, Moscow
clamped down tighter.

Cardinal Mindszenty could have seized the opportunity to flee
for safer environs outside the Iron Curtain, as did huge numbers
of Hungarians amid the chaos, but he refused. He would stay
there with his people. He was granted political asylum in the
U.S. Embassy in Budapest. Cardinal Mindszenty’s plight did not
go unnoticed outside Hungary. Bishop Fulton Sheen in 1957
devoted an entire Life Is Worth Living TV broadcast to the man
he called “The Dry Martyr of Hungary.” “In the 20th century,
there is a new kind of martyrdom,” said Bishop Sheen. In the
past, Christians had been martyred by murder; they were
soaked and marred with wet blood.

“The old martyrs were wet martyrs,” said Bishop Sheen. The
martyring of Cardinal Mindszenty, by contrast, was not. He was
being slowly annihilated without being bloodied. The
communists excelled, said Bishop Sheen, at producing “dry
martyrs, who suffer brainwashing and mental torture for their
faith."

The U.S. Embassy in Budapest became Cardinal Mindszenty’s
home for 15 years. He was protected there, but it was hardly
freedom. He was confined to the grounds. The communists
licked their chops for the moment the pesky priest might step
outside the gates, so they could do what they did best to people:
arrest him.

Unfortunately for Cardinal Mindszenty, the Vatican of Pope Paul
VI by the late 1960s was not the Vatican of Pope Pius XlI, and
this new pope sought to get along with the Soviets — that is,
with Hungary’s captors. He sought accommodation. The
Kremlin, in turn, applied pressure on the Vatican to convince
Cardinal Mindszenty to leave the U.S. embassy and his flock.
Throughout his voluntary confinement, Cardinal Mindszenty
spurned repeated requests to abandon his people. In 1971, he
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finally relented, particularly through the urging of Paul VI and
President Richard Nixon, who bowed to the golden calf of
détente.

Paul VI, a wise and prophetic pope in many ways, particularly

on sexuality issues, was not so when it came to the communist
threat. Along with Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, Paul VI pursued
a form of Western European-style Ostpolitik, the West German
version of détente.

He and Cardinal Casaroli (and Nixon) regrettably but effectively
accepted the Cold War division of Europe as the prevailing
situation into the far-foreseeable future. Their goal was to try to
engage the communist world and work with it for a better, more
constructive relationship and improved human rights, including
religious freedom. They aimed for diplomacy rather than
confrontation.

For the record, this policy, in retrospect, obviously did not
liberate the people of Eastern Europe, nor grant them religious
freedom. That would come under the very different approach of
another pope and president: John Paul Il and Ronald Reagan.
Cardinal Mindszenty, however, would not live to see either of
them.

Cardinal Mindszenty had always steadfastly refused to consent
to Moscow’s wishes that he exit Hungary, but now the loyal
cardinal faithfully accepted the request of his Pope. Tag-teamed
by the détente duo of Pope Paul VI and President Nixon, he
relented.

Alas, on Sept. 23, 1971, the cardinal departed the country for
Vienna, Austria. There, he continued to lead the Hungarian
Roman Catholic Church.

In the winter of 1973-74, however, Paul VI removed the 81-year-
old Cardinal Mindszenty’s titles. The cardinal suddenly found
himself retired from his Church posts as primate of Hungary and
bishop of Esztergom. The Pontiff declared the Archdiocese of
Esztergom officially vacated.
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To his credit, Paul VI refused to fill the seat while Cardinal
Mindszenty was still alive, though he did appoint an apostolic
administrator, much to the dismay of Cardinal Mindszenty, who
saw it as a betrayal. The Pope also annulled the
excommunications placed on Cardinal Mindszenty’s tormentors
by Pius XII.

The Hungarian communists were pleased. For these haters of
the Catholic Church, Paul VI had shown himself a “reasonable”
pope, a “sophisticated” diplomat. For communists, the dressing
down was a delicious slap in the face to the “stupid” cardinal.
Surely it made them smile and think of greater days, such as
when their secret police routinely lashed the clergyman during
nightly naked beatings at 60 Andassy St. in Budapest in the
winter of 1948-49.

This was even better for communists, because it came from the
cardinal’s pope in Rome.

Cardinal Mindszenty was not surprised by the communists’ glee
at his further humiliation. Communism “knows no God,” he
would write in memoirs published at the end of 1974.
Communism has “no immortal soul.”

He died not long thereatfter.

“Once a storm center in the Cold War, Cardinal Mindszenty, an
intractable, uncompromising foe of both Fascism and
communism, by the late 1960s had become a bit of an
embarrassment,” wrote The New York Times in its obituary for
the cardinal. An embarrassment to whom? “Both to the Church,
which was seeking a modus vivendi with the Soviet bloc, and
the United States, which was seeking détente with the Soviet
Union.”

To countless Catholics, however, Cardinal Mindszenty was no
embarrassment. He was a courageous crime fighter. Bill Clark,
who would spearhead Reagan administration efforts to defeat
those criminals in the early 1980s, and would seek to vindicate
Cardinal Mindszenty’s resistance, was very upset at the way his
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Church and country at the highest levels had treated the
cardinal.

“Some martyrs slip through the cracks,” Clark told me, sadly.
“They did not recognize his heroic life. He was not given his
due."

But now, with the announcement of Jozsef Mindszenty being
declared “Venerable,” one must say that the cardinal is finally
being given his due.

The Congregation for the Causes of Saints has formally
decreed that Cardinal Mindszenty possessed heroic virtue.
That's something that the saints of the ages no doubt already
knew. Now, many more will know of this holy man and heroic
crime fighter who opposed some of history’s worst ideological
gangsters.

Paul Kengor is a professor of political science at Grove City
College, Pennsylvania.

His books include A Pope and a President: John Paul I,
Ronald Reagan and the Extraordinary Untold Story of the 20th
Century and The Judge: William P. Clark, Ronald Reagan’s
Top Hand.

Ernie Konnyu
Former U S Congressman
@KonnyuMC 408-394-2137

Irodalmi eléadas
éskaritativ tevékenység

Februar 17-én, vasarnap, a szokasos stathfieldi istentisztel et
utan, részt vettiink a Sydneyi Magyar Kasziné ebéddel
egybekotott ,, Milyenek a magyarok?” cimi kisse humoros
élci, irodami el6adasan a Magyar Hazban.
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A finom tolt6tt kaposzta, sitemények és kave elfogyasztasa
utan Patay Ferenc, a Kaszino elntke, nyitotta meg az irodalmi
miisort, amiben afiatalon, 56 éves koraban elhunyt, Csontos
Janos, és anemeg Ausztrdliaban jart Lackfi Janos kortéars
kolts, ird miaveit ismertették: [losvay Egyed Katalin, Gaspar
Andras, a magyar kulturalovagja, és persze Patay Ferenc.

A szebbnél szebb koltemenyek éstarcak felolvasasa kellemes
érzéssel toltott el minket, hogy van folytatasa a magyar
koltészetnek, irodalomnak, s egyben kellemes érzést jelentett
atudat, hogy ezeknek az ebédeknek ésirodalmi miisoroknak
jovedelme tovabbrais a karpétaljai 6shonos magyar kdzosseg
megmaradasanak tdmogatasat segiti el6. Minden résztvevd
$25-0s belépddija utan kb. $10 marad jotékonysagra. Ha 50—
60-an jelentink meg, akkor ez $500-600-t jelent. Ha szazan
vallalnank, hogy finom ebéden ésirodalmi, vagy fejtagitd
el6adason veszink részt, akkor ebbdl kb. $1000 jutna
segitsegnyujtasul Kéarpataljara. Ha ehhez hozzatessziik, hogy
Banki Eva minden alkalomra két-hérom té ca finom krémest
készit gratisz a Kisebbségi Alap nevében, aminek jovedelme
Ishozzgarul atdmogatas dsszegehez, akkor elkdnyvelhetj ik,
hogy minden alkalommal egy karpataljai magyar iskolat,
arvahazat segitettiink meg. TanulGit, bentlakdit és oktatoit
részesitettiink egy honapon keresztil napi egy fott étel
fogyasztasahoz, gy hogy kézben mi isjol éreztik magunkat
fizikailag és szellemi téren.

Err6l amultbani karitativ tevékenységrél tudok t§ ékoztatast
nyUjtani, mert ebben mi ausztraliai magyarok élen jartunk. A
mult szézad rendszervalto évei utan innen Ausztraliabol
évente kb. $100,000 azaz széz ezer dollér tamogatast
nyyjtottunk a Karpat-medence 6shonos magyar kisebbségel
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tamogatasara. Ezek az 6sszegek rendszerint az én
kozbenjardasommal jutottak rendeltetési helyikre. Akkor, mint
aMagyarok Vilagszovetsége elnokségi tagja, igénybe vettem
az MV SZ intézményeét és a kormanyzati szervezetek
kozbenjarasat. Annak idején még az |lyés Kdzalapitvanynak is
kuratoriumi tagja voltam.

Tavaly novemberben felhivott telefonon régi ismer6som a 93
eves 0zv. Venczel Margit, hogy a Bethlen Gabor Kollégium
tamogatasara szeretne, még miel6tt meghal, $5000-t rajtam
keresztlil eljuttatni. Nem akarja ezt az 6sszeget bankon
keresztul kildeni, mert az koltséges, és akkor azt aroman
hatdsagok is nyilvantartasba veszik. Mondtam Margit
néninek, hogy most mar nem jarok rendszeresen atrianon
folytan el szakitott tertletekre, de megprébadom elintézni a
készpénz eljuttatasat.

December végén itt jart Sydneyben az erdélyi magyar
arvahazak miikodtetd apostola, Bojte Csaba testveér. A
karécsonyi szentmisét a Szent Erzsébet Otthonban Csaba
testvér celebrdlta. Ezt kovetéen Dr. Sai- Halasz Pallal a
Katolikus K 6z0sseg egyik vezet6ségi tagjaval felkerestik a
sekrestyében és érdeklsdtink, eltudna-e vinni $5000-t
készpénzben a Bethlen Gabor Kollégiumba, hiszen az 6
arvahazaibdl ill. iskolaibdl is oda kertilnek a tanitvanyok.
Csaba testven nem tudta vallalni a kdzvetitéi szerepet, mivel 6
IS egy nagyobb Gsszegii tamogatast gyiijtott itt dssze, amit
magaval akar vinni Erdélybe.

Osszedugtuk afejinket Palival éstaldtunk egy masik
megoldast. Vallalta a szerepet egy olyan altalunk ismert illetd,
aki rendszeresen jar Erdélybe és januarban vagy februarban
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ismét oda utazik. Nevét nem fedem fel, mert haaz aroman
hatésadgok tudomasarajut, akkor megfigyelés alaveszik. A j6
hir, hogy 6zv. Venczel Magit néni levelet kapott februar végen
a Bethlen Gabor Kollégiumbol, melyben megktszonik
nagylelki adomanyat. Mi pedig megkdszonj Uk a segitsegét a
feladatot vegrehajtonak.

Farsangi Batyus Bal

Februar 23-an, szombaton, a Sydneyi Magyar Reformatus
Egyhazidel Farsangi Batyus Baljat a Glendenning-i Délvidéki
Klubban tartotta meg, ami igen szépen sikertlt. A kornyék
fiatajaibol alakult csoportot Nt. Péterffy Kund ref. lelkész
késziti el6 areformatus egyhazba jutasuk konfirmacios
vizsggara. Tobbek k6zott ezért islett az idei Farsangi Batyus
Ba Glendenningbe rendezve, hogy afiatalok szilei is
ismerkedjenek a reformatus k6zosség tébbi, népesebb
csoportjaval.
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The NSW Premier's
Harmony Dinner

Februar 28-an, cslitortok estelett azidel Premier's
Harmony Dinner megrendezve a Rosehill Gardens
Racecour se Grand Pavilionjaban, 1500 r észtvevovel.

Tradiciondlis fogadasunkat Graham Davis King az 6shonos
aboriginal kdzdsseg kijel oIt idosebb profi tagja diszes ének,
tanc és flst ceremoniaval egybekotve latta el. Kozremikodtek
ebben a Descendance Aboriginal- és a Torres Strait Dance
Theatre tagjal.

Ezt kbvetéen a NSW Federation of Community Language
Schools énekkara egy erre az alkalomra keszilt dallal, majd
az Ausztral Himnusszal, amit egytt énekeltiink a korussal,
vette kezdetét a hivatalos megnyités.

Els6nek Dr. G. K. Harinath OAM, NSW Multicultura
Advisori Board elndke, majd Ray Williams multikulturdlis
minister és Gladys Bergjiklian miniszterelnok (Premier of
NSW) kdszontotte kedves szavakkal a szépszammal
egybegyiilteket. Mindketten kihangsilyozték NSW Allam
vezetd multikulturalis elk6tel ezettsegét és ennek gyakorlati
ervenyesitéset.

Ezutan Natalie Aroyan az Ausztral Opera vezet6 énekese
gyonyori hangjaban gyonyorkodhettiink, majd a Sydney
World Music Chamber Orchestra pompas kozjatékat
(interlude) élvezhettik.
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New South Wales dllam tobbkulturgj i elkotel ezettségét
tanusitja a kovetkez program, a Premier's Multicultural
Community Medals &adasanak ceremonigja a kbvetkezo
dijazottaknak: NSW Human Rights Award; Business
Excellence Award (Individual & Socia Enterprise); Regiona
Communities Award; Youth Award; Art & Cultural Award,;
Stepan Kerkyasharian AO Harmony Award (Individual &
Organisation).

Majd ismét a Sydney World Chamber Orchestra kdzjatékaban
és aBest Cultural Dress Award nyertesei visel etében
gyonyorkddhettiink, és vegul a hat tagu Justice Crew ének- és
tancszamai zartak a gazdag mdasort, amit Kumi Taguchi az
ABC-t6l és Pat Abboud a SBS Radiotdl vezettek le, mint
Master of Ceremonies.

E kdzben a finom vacsora, barany és csirke kil onlegességek,
és finom ausztral borok, hiisité italok, valamint pompés
edessegek, siitemények felszolgalasa 1500 személy szaméra
zavarmentesen folyt. Tiz személyesek voltak az asztalok. Mi
Magyarok ket asztalt foglaltunk le szamszerint a 108. és a
115. asztalokat. Elképzel hetd, hogy hany asztalt kellett 1500
személy szamara ellatni a személyzetnek a hatalmas
teremben, ahol oOriés kivetitékkon keresztiil 1attuk az
esemenyek folyasat.

A vacsoravégen mi isfelkerestik vendéglatoinkat és
|ef ényképeztettilk magunkat a Premierrel ésamulticultalis
miniszterrel.
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Harasra Eméke és kdztem 6sszetett kézzel all Gladys Berejiklian NSW
Premier, Kicsi Csilla és Péterffy Réka mogott Ray Williams
multikulturalis miniszter
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a 108-as szamu asztalunk, alabb a mellettiink 1év6 115-6s asztal
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